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HE smaller the engine, say the pundits, the larger should
'-f"" --G-""-ir.r 

o"f gears. 'fhi rviidom behind" rhis is

,oori."i t" ,rlyo.t. i"ho'has had experience rvith smali-

4 ttuo-Jlfty *t,o 
tti";.i!;e.d 

sear box-the

rnnarent to anvone who nas fiao €xl'urrrLtrc
.r.r.iil-ilorr,i-nii.'a *i,h ,hr."- and foir-spcccl gear hoxer'

fiCi;;;;li-selected gear ratics, as opposcd to g lesser num-
irlrln^it .rti.i to *ai.rtaln thc engtne's ilhapp.ie't' speed range

,,"J". *iaitv vatvins roacl condiri"ons' ThC dc iu'te nrodel 219

..I-cii g.6.a.,'*r,r-i.t li fitteci rvith a four-speed gear box'
provides a most-satisfactor-v all-round performance'

A De Luxe Two-fiftY with Eo-lr-sPeed

alwavs achieved with a iingle
deorlssion of the kick-starter'
Ieirition is. of course, bY batterY
aid coil. with an automatic advance-
and-retard mechaoism incorporated
with the contact-breaker. There is
no air slide in the carburettor and
no exhaust-valve lifter. Neither of
these was required. Certain cold-
starts demanded merely that the
ienition was switched on, the car-
blurettor flooded lighdy, and the
kick-starter depressed, this with the
twistgrip urned just a fraction off
its ctosed stop. rVith the exception
of the fact that the carburettor did
not require flooding, the drill was
similar for starting the engine when
it was warm.

As soon as it had started, the
engine wouid settle down to an absolutely cel'tain, perfectly even,
an-d ve.y slow tickover. The valve-gear, when th-e engine was
idiing, was audible as a faint rustling and piston slap,could iust
be dEiected. Mechanical noises from the engine and transmis-
sion noise were appareflt to the rider when the machine was
being ridden on tthe roaci. The exhaust was comrnenCably
subdued and not considered to be suflfrciently obtrusive to cause

one to limit the Cll's acceleration in towns and cities.
As a result of the additional gear ratio, acceleration was im-

proved; and, what is probably even more important, adequately
iapid acceleiation could be athieved with an almost entire lack- of fuss. In citv traffic the machine could be

219 c,c. Model

started away from a standstill, and, without
resort to obtrusive &iving methods, was
capable of more than matching bther vehicle's
acceleration. A criticism was that there was
some transmission harshness at speeds below
30 m.p.h. Pinking was never experienced.

On the open road the B.S.A. would cruise
with praiseworthy effortlessness at speeds a

little in excess of 50 m.p.h. Vibration at high
cruising speeds was slight and of high-
frequency, It was most prevalent between
40 'and'43 m.p.h. It all- but disappeared
between 50 and 55 m.p.h,, and recurred only
when the engine was rewed excessively, ot
allowed to slog hard on gradients.

Throughout th€ test the engine, with its
integral push-rod tunnel, remained entirely oil-
tiehi. There was some seepage from the drive-
siEe gear box mainshaft bearing, which soiled
the left leg of the centre stand. The rear chain
remainedidequately lubricated throughout the
test, yet the riar tyre and rim.remained sur-
prisingly clean.

The B.S.A. telesaopic front fotk and, plwn'
sev-tybe tear-springing elJectiuely damped,
but v6ad, shochs : handling on all lypes oJ

road sutface uas excellent

It was on hills especially that the value of the-extra gear was

-"i, ,ii."iiriia. i'"ac.a, the gear box as a whole gained many

il;;k.i'.il;-;;i"tune. ri'as s5 good as to be -classed as near

rerfeci. Efi-ortless gear changes could be made between any

5;t.;i'eeaii.--BiiGi; top tia third,-the operation could be

iikened io a hot wire passing through -butter'"^Til;;r; p.aat is ihon, it travels in a small arc about its

"i'.i.-"fia *i.;;hii";it ultrt in operation- Either upward or
5;;;*;;a g."i ir,""g". *er-e accompJished bv hingeing the right
ioot about-the footrest. Certain, clean gear engag€ment was

assured no matter how quickly or how negligently the controls






















